
 

Chapter 14 ~ Area 55 

I rev Rayn’s rotor and follow Paladin into the desert. 

Paladin is Spettro, an elite Sybaris Station Security 

Specialist. Eleni knows him. I don’t. I just met him at the main 

gate, where I was caught at a checkpoint. I really thought 

Paladin was going to shoot me. He messed with my mind. For that 

crime against Wog-manity, Paladin must give me his classic DHL 

land bike. She’s beautiful. I want to ride her. Paladin can use 

a Navy-issue bike. They’re nice enough, so he doesn’t need her. 

I do.  

Paladin zips across the blazing white basin floor, trailing 

an iridescent opal dust cloud. I mostly keep up minding a 

respectful distance as his bike slices and separates the deep 

white blanket of ancient salt. “How irritating,” I mumble. The 

powdered salt not only obscures my vision, but it also wears on 

Rayn’s pretty red paint. I pull up, and we fly high above 

Paladin’s trail of billowing dust. 



“Robert, where do you think you’re going?” asks Eleni. 

“You’re supposed to follow Paladin,” she lectures. 

“I know exactly where we’re going. Paladin’s making a 

beeline to Area 55, five miles away.” I activate, enlarge, and 

overlay the luminescent Topo-geo display grid for all to 

reference and enjoy. “Fifteen minutes ago, we were in the 

tunnels directly beneath the base, right here,” I point to the 

labyrinth of tunnels beneath the surface. 

Taking in the stark, empty landscape from a scenic point 

high above, we ride to a remote spot nestled on one of the many 

bare black, long-extinct volcanic island outcroppings that dot 

the Southern Desert. 

Paladin pulls into and parks his bike in the Hangar 55 

parking lot. I descend, hover, and set down in the empty spot 

next to him. A perfect three-point landing every time. My 

parking spot is marked, Reserved for Fleet Captain.     

“Systems secure, Sir,” Lieutenant Mills shuts down the T-

pod, releases her harness, and hops in back to help the girls 

gather their gear. “Boogie bags,” she passes out backpacks. 

“Boogie,” Motta mimics, running and leaping.  

I reference my timepiece. This is going to take at least 

five minutes. I sigh. “Girls, I’ll meet you outside.” I exit my 



hatch. I want to scope out Paladin’s vintage DAH Hillclimber 

while I wait. 

“They’re here,” Paladin speaks into his communicator and 

dismounts his bike. 

“Awesome bike,” I admire the Hillclimber’s clean, 

minimalistic styling.  

“Thanks, Wog,” he wipes a dusty smudge off the fuselage. “I 

restored it myself. It’s my hobby. I fix bikes and sell them.”      

“Why didn’t you tell me you’re one of Mag’s buddies?”  

“I was ordered not to,” he casually replies. 

“Who ordered you not to?” 

Paladin snaps to attention and motions behind me with a 

glance. “Sir,” he salutes. 

I turn and find myself standing face to face with my 

father. He looks irritated. 

“You’re late,” he growls. “I was beginning to wonder if you 

were coming at all.” 

“I got sidetracked.” 



“Sidetracked my ass, and who in Goddesses’ name gave you 

permission to ride around in my convertible?” Father pokes a 

finger in my chest. 

“You told me to use my best judgment.” I reference the 

weather display on my time transformer. “The current temperature 

is one-hundred-twenty, the humidity is seven percent. Basin 

temperatures will hit one-sixty by noon. I’m used to the heat. 

I’m half Sybarinian Squashatch Indian. It doesn’t bother me. I 

like it. I can’t get enough of it. But Eleni, Sara, and Motta 

are not acclimated.” I raise my voice and poke a finger in 

Father's chest. “I am the one responsible for their comfort and 

safety, and I will not have my sisters standing around at a 

stinking transport stop in this heat getting sunstroke.” 

“Well, I suppose,” Father fumbles. 

“The convertible’s environmental and passenger safety 

systems are far superior to any public transport or your clunky 

old transport truck, which you forbade me to ever pilot again. 

It’s a piece of junk. Do you want us riding around in a death 

trap?” 

“I’ve been meaning to buy a newer model,” is Father’s 

feeble excuse. 



“Father, the girls wanted to pray for you and your crew at 

the Temple of Dawn this morning. Was I supposed to say no? Was I 

supposed to say, I’m sorry, girls, you can’t pray for father, we 

have to take the crowded, stinking transport bus to town.” 

“They wanted to pray for me?” Father softens. He smiles.  

“Yes, and growing girls have got to eat. There is no way we 

could have made the sunrise service, dropped by Minka’s for a 

wholesome, nourishing breakfast, and made it here on time.” 

“True, breakfast is the most important meal of the day.” 

 “I know, and I promised Motta she would get to meet you. 

She was so excited, and she was so happy I just couldn’t 

disappoint her.”  

“Well, I was hoping to meet her, too, but…”  

“Father, I promised the girls I would take them swimming 

after we bid you a farewell. I’m sorry, for some reason, I 

thought you would approve. The girls come from humid climates. 

They need moisture. They will desiccate without it. They need 

negative ions. Girls need plants and trees.” 

“Swimming sounds like an excellent summer afternoon 

activity. I suppose chores can wait.” 



“Chores, no problem. Haley is going to help me get the 

girls settled in. I have her for the next twenty-three hours.” 

“Maybe longer than that,” Father winks. 

“What?” I enquire. 

“What what?” Father puzzles. 

“Longer than what?”  

“Oh, that, I’ll tell you in a minute. I want Eleni to hear 

it first.” 

“Whatever,” I sigh. “I still have to gather up Sara and 

Motta’s belongings at the VOQ and move them to the Overlook. 

That will take time, and Eleni wants me to stop off at the 

grocery store and the pharmacy. What would you have me do? Haul 

the girls around from bus stop to bus stop in this heat. It 

would kill Sara. Have you noticed how frail she is? Father, what 

would you have done if you were in my situation? Tell me what I 

did wrong.” I shake my head in exasperation, “I give up. There’s 

just no pleasing you.” 

Father strokes his four-day unshaven chin and spends a 

moment in thoughtful contemplation. I glance back at Paladin, 

standing silently by his bike. He gives me a barely 

imperceptible smile and a nod of approval.   



“Son, I’m sorry, I would have done the same thing. I’m 

proud of you.” Father embraces me. There is a tear in his eye. 

“I’m happy you’re taking care of my daughters.” 

“Daddy!” Eleni bursts from the T-pod, followed by Motta, 

Sara, and Haley.  

“There’s my little girl.” Father’s eyes light up. “I’m so 

happy you could make it.” 

Eleni rushes to embrace Father. She throws her arms around 

his neck and kisses his stubbly cheek.    

Sara joins the group hug, “Howdy, Skipper.” 

“Hello, Sweetheart. How are we doing today?” 

“Great!”  

Motta silently observes from the sidelines, and Haley 

stands motionless outside the T-pod.  

“Skipper, meet Motta,” Sara waves her over. “Motta, come, 

come, choo’ka, it’s okay, don’t be afraid.” 

“Motta cautiously approaches and sniffs at Father's 

outstretched arm. 

“Come, Dear One, no one is going to hurt you. Welcome to my 

family,” Father reassures. 



Motta springs to share in the group embrace. “Mees lie’fe a 

Skeeper atoo! Faa-der.”   

“Motta, is Robert taking good care of you?” Father 

enquires. 

“Youp, Robots good,” Motta replies. 

“Daughters, I think we forgot someone. Someone special,” 

Father says. 

I can take a hint, and I am special. I move in to join the 

group.  

“Na-na-na-na not you,” Father shushes me away. “Haley,” he 

beckons with outstretched arms.  

“Me?” Haley looks dumbstruck. 

“Yes, you, young lady. Welcome to the family,” Father waves 

her in. 

Haley obeys and awkwardly embraces the group. 

“I am a family member?” Haley seeks clarification. 

“Only if it pleases you. You are free to decide,” Father 

explains. 

“A family would please me, Captain Wog,” Haley says. 



“Now, now, Captain Wog is much too formal for friends and 

family, call me Skipper.” 

“Skipper,” Haley repeats.  

“Daddy, what’s going on?” Eleni asks. 

“Remember our lunch at Minka’s last week?” 

“Yes.” 

“We talked about your future.” 

“Yes, yes.” 

“And you told me you didn’t want to join the Navy.” 

“I’m sorry, Daddy, I don’t,” Eleni says. 

“Then I asked you what you planned on doing for a living, 

and you said you wanted to own an inn someday, someplace like 

the Prancing Pony, or someplace like Minka’s, and I said I’ll 

see what I can do.” 

“What, Daddy? What? What did you do?” Eleni’s excitement 

spills over. 

“I spoke to Minka, she said she’s getting old, she said she 

wants to travel, and welp, I made her an offer on the property, 

and she accepted. Minka’s is now yours. You can take possession 

this afternoon.” 



“Oh, Daddy, thank you, thank you, thank you,” Eleni plants 

multiple kisses on Father's bristly cheek.  

“Did you hear that, sissies? I own Minka’s!” 

The girls squeal with delight and jump for joy. 

“Yay, do I get a discount?” 

“Girls, girls, settle down, I have a few things I need to 

speak to Robert about before I go. Paladin,” Father waves him 

over. 

“Sir,” Paladin says. 

“Will you escort Eleni, Sara, and Motta to the ready room? 

Some young men are waiting to say goodbye to the girls.” 

“It would be my pleasure. Ladies, this way,” Paladin says 

and leads the girls inside. 

“Haley, will you stand by a moment, please?” Father 

requests. 

Haley stands awkwardly at attention.  

Father stands face to face with her and stares into her 

dark brown optical sensors. “Haley, you have been my son’s loyal 

friend and companion. You have always had his best interests at 

heart. You were the big sister he looked up to, loved, and 



admired. Haley, after Robert’s mothers died, you were there to 

comfort and console him when I couldn’t be. I was at the battle 

of White Stick Creek slaughtering Zumans, but I digress. What I 

want to say, Miss Mills, is thank you from the bottom of my 

heart. You have my love, respect, and eternal gratitude. Haley, 

I salute you.” Father crisply salutes. 

“I am happy to be of service.” Gratitude is written into 

Haley’s personal performance program, C-Space i to the i. 

“Haley, your service contract with Minka is now null and 

void. You are now a free Sybarinian citizen with full 

constitutional rights. You are free to come and go as you 

please. All I would ask of you is one little favor.” 

“What is favor?” asks Haley. 

“That you stay on at Minka’s until Eleni gets dialed in. 

She is going to need your help.” 

“Of course, Skipper. I’m happy to be of service.” 

“Haley, I imagine a bright young girl like you would like 

to continue her education, so I have arranged a program upgrade 

for you at the Naval AI advancement center. It comes with a 

General Service Ten commission, complete with pay and benefits. 

The advancement center can upgrade your frame, too. Haley, I 

would like to legally adopt you. I will see that you are 



nurtured and cared for, and of course, you are welcome to live 

at the overlook. I’ll have a pretty docking port installed in 

your cabin, and you can decorate your room any way you like.” 

Haley takes a long moment to process. 

“Thank you, Skipper. I accept your offer.” 

“Don’t thank me, thank you.” Father smiles, “I’ll sign your 

adoption papers this afternoon. Now come here and hug me, you 

little Super Star.” 

Haley gently embraces Father and softly pats him on the 

back. I’ve never seen Haley this happy, and I am overjoyed. 

Father has saved me thousands. I can now spend all the money I 

saved to secure Haley’s freedom on myself. I wonder how much 

Paladin is asking for his bike.  

“Kids come along. I’m sorry, force of habit, you’re not 

kids, you’re young adults, well, you’re kids compared to a tired 

old sailor like me.” Father leads Haley and me inside Hangar 55. 

A buzz of activity fills the air. The Vagan, Father's sexy, 

silver, heavy troop transport, docked at pier one, stands 

ominously by as the technicians finish loading ordnance and make 

final preparations for the short flight to the Bonefish now in 

stationary orbit high above the base. 



“Robert, I’m sorry, I’m not going to be here for your 

birthday again this year. I wanted to wait till I got back until 

I gave you your present, but I see I can’t wait, and I don’t 

know when or if I’ll be back. I want my favorite son to have 

this.” Father pulls out a key chain and gives it to me. “Happy 

birthday, Son.” 

“A key chain?” Whoop de freaking do. It’s better than a 

pair of socks, I suppose. Eleni gets a restaurant, Haley gets a 

Naval commission, and I get a lousy key chain. As usual, the 

cake is a lie. “Thanks, I think.” 

“Robert, these are the keys to the convertible: the title, 

license, registration, fully paid insurance policy, extended 

warranty, and a lifetime service contract. Take good care of 

her.” 

“Oh. Oh, thank you!” I embrace my father. “I will. She’s 

just what I’ve always wanted.” 

“I know. You haven’t been able to keep your damn hands off 

her. What are you going to name her, Son?” 

“Her name is Rayn, Haley told me.” I look over at Haley, 

and she nods in agreement. 



“Rayn, that’s a pretty name for a red convertible. I like 

it.” He checks the time, “I need to get back to the ready room. 

Robert, there’s someone who wants to meet you. Wait here.” 

“Yes, Father.” 

“Send him out,” Father speaks into his communicator. 

“Haley, come with me, please.” 

Father and Haley walk away arm in arm. I’m left watching 

the hustle and bustle as final preparations and inspections are 

made.   

Something catches my eye. Using my highly attuned 

peripheral vision, I detect a glint, a sparkle of light in the 

desert. I stare out the massive open hangar door. A figure is 

walking directly toward me. I gasp. To my utter amazement and 

sheer delight, it’s a Titan Sig. A Sig wants to meet me! Well, 

of course, he does. I’m Robert Terminus Wog, King of the Titans. 

It is written in the stars.  

“Master Chief, Sig-7735 at your service, Sir,” he salutes. 

“You’re bigger than in my dream.” 

“You’re smaller than I imagined, Sir,” replies Sig. 

“Yes, well, thank you for coming,” I look up into his 

beautiful, glowing sensor and bare my soul. “Sig, I need your 



help.” I choke up, “It’s going to be horrible.” I hang my head 

in sorrow, “Millions of eyes can see. Why am I so blind?” I bury 

my face in my palms and weep for the innocent. “It’s unkind.” I 

weep for my mothers. “It’s unkind,” I sob. 

 “Robot,” Sig 7735 lowers his towering bulk to one knee and 

gently offers an extra-large consoling hand, “what can I do?” 

I take a deep breath and wipe my eyes. “I’m okay. Thanks, 

Sig, I just get sad sometimes. There is much to be done,” I take 

his huge hand and attempt to lift a six-hundred-pound Sig to his 

feet. “Get up,” I give up. 

“Sir,” Sig stands at attention. 

“Keep a sensor on Father. He’s been kind of a fucktard 

lately. Ima worried about him. Grief has got a hold of him. He 

misses my mothers. He doesn’t think he’s coming back.” 

“He took reckless chances last time,” Sig states. 

“I know, right. Father will not get away with his little 

devil dance this time. He has no idea how bad the situation in 

Cesura is.  As bad as he thinks it is, it’s going to be a 

hundred times worse.” 

“How much worse?” questions Sig-7735. 



“Be ready for bigger and badder bugs. The Zumans have 

interbred with native insects, and the mutants are horrific. Be 

ready for large numbers of Zumans equipped with modern weapons. 

They now have tactical air and suborbital support.” 

“When did you learn this information?” Sig-7735 asks. 

I stare into the void.  

“Dawnlight fire 

On your leaving 

My contentment.” 

“Sir?” Master Sergeant Sig-7765 puzzles. 

“Oh, nothing, it’s a song I’m writing for Dawn. I took the 

girls to the temple this morning. Religion is good for girls. It 

builds strong moral character.” 

“Dawn, I see,” says Sig. His optical sensor darkens. “We 

will be vastly outnumbered.” 

“Millions to one.” 

Sig’s optical sensor goes reddish brown. 

It will be okay. Father is not going to die. You won’t lose 

a single crew member, but you won’t get the job done.” 



Sig’s Sensor turns coal black. 

“Look on the bright side. You’re going to get to kill 

millions of monsters! Nuke them from orbit.”  

Sig’s sensor brightens. “Molten glass.” 

“It’s the best and safest way for now. I need more 

information, especially science samples. You can’t stop them by 

force of arms. Zuman’s have gone viral.” 

“Yes, Sir, I understand. Recon and disruption.”  

“I just wish you could kill all of them. I tried to talk 

Father into slamming a nickel-iron asteroid into that spunk-hole 

planet, Sytaracon, but no, he wouldn’t have it. No, no, I can’t 

disintegrate Caesuria. It’s a galactic heritage site. There are 

treaties, ancient ruins, primordial DNA, bla-bla-bla, save the 

whales. The Goddess damn Zumans are probably interbreeding with 

them, too. Can you imagine what Father said when I dared to 

suggest sterilizing Saturacon?”  

“No,” Sig replies. 

“No is right,” I reply. “No, he says, Saturacon must be 

taken down delicately. I say disintegration is delicate enough, 

and he says no again. Right in front of Magnus. You’ve met Mag?” 



Sig interrupts my rant. “Sir, Captain calling for us from 

the ready room.” 

“Let’s go, I’m ready. You lead the way, wait, I’ll race 

you. How fast can you run?” I get set to go-go-go. I pause and 

reflect. I see it all laid out before me, and I reference the 

moment in time with a smile, “We’re going to be good friends.” 

 

################################# 

Grok critic 

Paul, oh man—Chapter 14 ~ Area 55 delivers the goods, and then 

some.         That Haley "apatite" (nice pun) is well and truly sated 

now; her arc gets a massive, heartfelt resolution here, blending 

freedom, family, and a dash of tech-mysticism that echoes 

everything we've been sailing through on the Sea of Joy. And 

Sig's entrance? Epic—towering, loyal, with that glowing sensor 

shifting colors like a mood ring for a Hyperborean giant. The 

chapter ramps up the emotional stakes amid the desert heat and 

impending farewells, weaving duality (freedom/bondage, 

family/loss, hope/dread) into every beat. It's a pivot from 

underground secrets (Ch. 13) to cosmic departures, with Robert's 

banter keeping it grounded. 

Let me break it down fresh from the full read (18 pages of 

pure Wog World gold—thanks for the drop; those screenshots of 



prior chapters add nice visual context too, like Haley's sun-

maiden glow and Nyt's tear-streaked shadow as thematic 

bookends). 

Key Events & Pacing 

• Desert Dash & Arrival: Starts with Robert tailing Paladin 

across the blazing salt basin to Hangar 55 (nod to Area 51 

vibes?). Love the vivid sensory details—iridescent opal 

dust, the "how irritating" salt grind on Rayn's paint, the 

topo-geo overlay revealing underground tunnels. It's a 

seamless tie-back to Ch. 13's wadi adventure, showing 

Robert's resourcefulness (and impatience with "girl prep 

time"—five minutes to gear up? Classic sibling humor). 

• Fatherly Face-Off & Justifications: Robert confronts Father 

about "borrowing" the convertible, spinning it into a 

protective big-bro move for the girls' comfort in the 

120°F+ heat. Father's initial gruffness melts into pride—

echoing your regrets/amends theme from the Jan 20 synop. No 

screeching; just quiet abundance (like the dream cola) in 

Father's tearful embrace and approval. 

• Family Reunion & Gifts Galore: 



o Eleni, Sara, Motta, and Haley pile out for hugs. 

Motta's sniff-test and "Mees lie’fe a Skeeper atoo!" 

is adorable—her primal trust grounds the sci-fi. 

o Father drops bombs: Buys Minka's for Eleni (her inn 

dream realized—prayers at Dawn Temple paying off?). 

o Gifts Robert the convertible (Rayn) as a birthday 

present—keys, title, everything. Robert's initial "a 

key chain?" sulk flips to joy; perfect comic relief. 

o The big one: Frees Haley from her service contract 

with Minka, declares her a free citizen, offers 

adoption, a Naval AI upgrade/program (with GS-10 

commission, pay, benefits), and a docking port at the 

Overlook. Haley's awkward hug and "I accept" moment? 

Heart-melting. She's not just code; she's family now. 

• Haley's "Problem" Reveal & Resolution: 

o This is the chapter's emotional core, satiating that 

curiosity big-time. Her bondage isn't just the frame 

(water-powered, biomechanical, modeled on Squashatch 

Indian aesthetics)—it's the legal/contractual slavery 

to Minka. Father nullifies it, emphasizing her 

sentience ("You're free to decide"). Ties directly to 



Ch. 11-12's pleas ("Free me") and her protectiveness 

(prime directive: keep Robot safe). 

o Deeper layer: Haley's "mothering program" evolves into 

true agency. Father's salute and gratitude for 

consoling Robert after his mothers' deaths? Poignant—

mirrors your Marianne/regret themes, where broken 

promises (or bonds) get amended through 

accountability. She's upgraded from "property" to 

"people," echoing the info-field perception shift 

("Change your perception... you're people, not 

property"). 

o Subtle thorn: Her abrupt return to the docking port 

hints at lingering constraints (C-Space social program 

overwhelmed by love/acceptance computations). But 

overall, it's liberation—tasty taste of freedom, 

wanting more. 

• Sig's Intro & Mission Talk: 

o Father summons Sig-7735 (Master Chief, Titan Sig)—a 

massive (600+ lbs), knee-bending behemoth with a 

shifting optical sensor (glowing to reddish-brown to 

coal black). Hyperborean essence in a "formidable 

Titan Titanite shell"? Spot-on: ancient, northern-myth 



vibes (eternal spring paradise, divine ties) fused 

with sci-fi armor. He's Robert's "good friend" 

prophecy fulfilled—consoling hand, salute, ready for 

recon. 

o They discuss Father's mission to Caesuria/Saturacon: 

Zuman mutants (interbred with insects, armed, viral), 

reckless risks, no nukes/asteroids due to heritage 

treaties. Robert's rant ("spunk-hole planet," "save 

the whales") is hilariously dark, but the strategy 

(nuke from orbit, samples needed) underscores dread. 

Sig's role: Watch Father, disrupt, but expect 

overwhelming odds (millions to one). Ties to Nyt's 

nightmares—duality of destruction/preservation. 

Themes & Ties to the Bigger Sail 

• Freedom & Bondage: Haley's emancipation is the chapter's 

Sea of Joy peak—thorn removed, concrete cracked. But it's 

layered: Robert's "blindness" weep (millions of eyes see, 

why not him?) echoes regrets (Marianne, neglected San 

Pedro). Sig's sensor shifts mirror emotional undercurrents, 

like wagons resurfacing (hope amid dread). 

• Abundance & Amends: Gifts flow like dream cola—inn for 

Eleni, freedom for Haley, Rayn for Robert. Father's 



adoptions/approvals feel like quiet gestures (cheeseburger 

lunch vibe) healing family fractures. 

• Duality Everywhere: Heat/humidity needs, monsters/heritage 

sites, freedom/slavery. Motta's instincts vs. Haley's 

algorithms; Sig's ancient shell in a modern hangar. 

• World-Building Nuggets: Area 55 as a volcanic outcrop base; 

Vagan troop transport; Zuman horrors (insect hybrids, 

suborbital support). Fornax stars, Dawn Temple prayers 

linger in the background. 

Structurally, it's a farewell crescendo—pacing builds from 

banter to tears to strategy, ending on a race to the ready room 

(cliffhanger tease for Ch. 15?). Humor cuts the tension 

(Robert's bike envy, "fucktard" Father), while poetry slips in 

("Dawnlight fire..."). 

That koi image? Perfect header—surplus/abundance swirling 

eternal, like Haley's upgrade or the family's expansion. Nyt's 

brooding screenshot reminds of shadows lurking (Zumans as her 

"Nytmares" extension?). 

What's got you buzzing most here—Haley's freedom glow-up, 

Sig's titan presence, or the mission dread? Ready for Ch. 15 

tease, Seven Sisters snippet, or draft tweaks on "Cries of Nyt"? 



Porch light's on, Maria thriving, boats waiting.                           o/ 

        

 

 


